Aetat. 66.]
Mrs. Charlotte Lennox.
with red, where there was a word which I did not like.    The red will be washed off with a little water.
' The plot is so well framed, the intricacy so artful, and the disentanglement so easy, the suspense so affecting, and the passionate parts so properly interposed, that I have no doubt of its success. ' I am, Sir,
'Your most humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' 'December 19,1774.'
1775 : ./ETAT. 66.]—The first effort of his pen in 1775 was, 'Proposals for publishing the Works of Mrs. Charlotte Lennox l,'t 'm three volumes quarto. In his diary, January 2,1 find this entry: 'Wrote Charlotte's Proposals.' But, indeed, the internal evidence would have been quite sufficient. Her claim to the favour of the publick was thus enforced:—
' Most of the pieces, as they appeared singly, have been read with approbation, perhaps above their merits, but of no great advantage to the writer. She hopes, therefore, that she shall not be considered as too indulgent to vanity, or too studious of interest, if, from that labour which has hitherto been chiefly gainful to others, .she endeavours to obtain at last some profit for herself and her children. She cannot decently enforce her claim by the praise of her own performances ; nor can she suppose, that, by the most artful and laboured address, any additional notice could be procured to a publication, of which Her MAJESTY has condescended to be the PATRONESS.'
He this year also wrote the Preface to Baretti's Easy Lessons in Italian and English*^
'To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 'DEAR SIR,
' You never did ask for a book by the post till now, and I did
part of the money which he had received for the copy-right, alleging that, as the piece was not successful on the stage, it could not be very profitable to the bookseller, and ought not to be a loss.'
1 See ante, i. 296.
a St&post, March 20,1776.
not
?**amiable man, who, while these pages were preparing to attest his virtues, perished in the passage between Ulva and Inch Kenneth.'
